
 
 

Fairfield Transportation Center 

Parking Fee Program Discussion 

 

Read this for a summary of what was discussed at the October 2015 Open Forum, a 

revised proposal for a parking fee program, and the date of the next open forum! 

The City of Fairfield is reviewing strategies to manage the parking demand at the Fairfield 

Transportation Center (FTC) and diversify revenues to maintain a sustainable transportation 

system.  A parking fee program will help offset current operations and maintenance costs at the 

FTC.  An adopted program is also necessary for future grant applications to fund a new parking 

garage.   

In July 2015, City Council adopted a Parking Fee Program to manage parking demands and 

future parking needs.  However, through further review, the program was rescinded to obtain 

more public input and for further evaluation and development.   

The City held an Open Forum meeting regarding the Parking Fee Program at the Fairfield 

Transportation Center on Tuesday, October 13, 2015; 77 members of the public attended the 

meeting.  The following is our attempt to summarize what we perceived to be the common 

themes from the Open Forum meeting public comments.   

There will be a follow-up community meeting on November 9 to receive additional feedback, 

review what was shared at the last meeting, and talk about a revised parking fee program.  

The details of the forum are as follows:  

November 9, 2015 
Fairfield Community Center 
Willow Hall 
1000 Kentucky Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

 
(Please Note the location at Willow Hall to accommodate additional attendance.) 
 
 



Common Themes from October Open Forum 

1. The previously proposed Parking Fee Program did not take into consideration the need 

for flexible schedules and overnight or graveyard shift commuters.  Students will be 

negatively impacted by a monthly program.  Attendees said they needed more “day-use” 

spaces. 

2. The “lottery” assigned parking would break apart vanpools.  The City should provide a 

“first-come, first-served” parking lot to meet the needs of van poolers. 

3. The monthly reserved spaces work just fine for bus commuters.  Keep the monthly 

reserved spaces. 

4. Parking lot use should be managed/controlled by means of gated entries rather than 

through ticketing enforcement. 

5. There is general consensus that we should emulate an existing program such as BART 

or Vallejo fee parking programs. 

6. There is general consensus that all fees should be equitable (i.e. transit riders 

vanpool/carpool customers should have the same fee.  

7. The City needs to change services on Route 90 (SolanoExpress) to add stops where 

there is more free parking, like Red Top Road, Suisun City, and the Solano Town 

Center. 

8. Vanpools would be willing to move to Red Top Road and pay to park there if there was 

an overnight security guard. 

Proposal for a Revised Parking Fee Program 

The Fairfield Transportation Center (FTC) has two parking lots: the Garage, consisting of 365 

available parking spaces; and the Surface Lot, consisting of 235 available parking spaces.  For 

clarity, we will refer to these as the Garage and the Surface Lot throughout this summary. 

Staff has noted a definite split in the types of demand for parking.  Bus commuters are looking 

for a dedicated space, paid on a monthly basis, and reserved for them.  Vanpools and Carpools 

are seeking a flexible space that allows for them to park multiple cars in a block and arrive and 

leave on a flexible schedule.  There is also a demand for flexible non-traditional parking, such 

as two or three days a week, for students and part-time employees.  The City has the capacity 

to accommodate all of these needs with the two separate lots at the FTC. 

The Surface Lot: First-Come, First-Served 

Staff proposes that the City manage the Surface Lot with a first-come, first-served, day-use, 

pay-on-foot program.  The lot will be gated, and customers will take a paper ticket to open the 

gate.  When the customer leaves the lot, the paper ticket must first be validated at the payment 

kiosk by paying a parking fee.  The fee will be a day-use fee, and will add up every 24 hours.  



No fees will be assessed for Saturdays and Sundays.  Parking will also be free if the customer 

parks for less than 30 minutes.   

The Surface Lot can provide the vanpool commuters their requested first-come, first-served 

option.  This provides vanpools and carpools the flexibility to park together as a group.  This 

also provides students the opportunity to park in the lot for a few days per week without having 

to pay for a whole month of parking.  This element of the proposal addresses the Common 

Theme numbers 1, 2, and 4 above. 

The Garage: Monthly Reserved Parking 

Staff proposes that the City manage only the Garage with Monthly Reserved Parking; this would 

basically be the same program as originally adopted in July 2015 with one change -- eliminating 

the availability of spaces for day use after 10:00 a.m.  Customers will be assigned spaces by 

way of a random lottery drawing as originally proposed.  The parking garage will be gated and 

permit holders will have a proxy card to enter with any vehicle.  Spaces will be available Monday 

through Friday, 24 hours.  The Garage will be opened to the public for free on Saturdays and 

Sundays.  There will be no public day use for spaces in the Garage. 

This provides customers the option to obtain a guaranteed space, eliminates traffic impacts 

within the garage, and adds parking reliability for bus commuters.  Gated entries ensure that a 

space is available for everyone in the program without the need for additional enforcement.  

This element of the proposal addresses the Common Theme numbers 3 and 4 above. 

Proposed Fees 

For this program, City staff proposes a $30 monthly parking fee for the Garage.  Based on an 

annual average of 20 working days per month, the day-use fee is proposed to be $1.50 per day.  

The $30 monthly fee is less than the $50 per month adopted in July.  This also treats spaces in 

both the Garage and the Surface Lot at an equal value.  This element of the proposal addresses 

the Common Theme numbers 5 and 6 above. 

Changes to SolanoExpress Services 

With respect to adding service stops to SolanoExpress: the Solano Transportation Authority 

(STA) who is the owner of Route 90 is seeking public comments on the plans for 

SolanoExpress.  There is an upcoming meeting on this topic in Fairfield:   

November 10, 2015 
Fairfield Transportation Center 
Conference Room 
2000 Cadenasso Drive 
Fairfield, CA 94533 
 

This element of the proposal addresses the Common Theme number 7 above.  Information and 

contacts for additional comments are also available online at www.solanoexpress.com 

http://www.solanoexpress.com/


Security at Red Top Road 

Red Top Road has a kiosk already onsite and therefore has the functional capacity to add a 

security guard.  In order to determine if there is overall support for the recommendation to add 

security and charge for parking at Red Top, City staff is preparing a survey to determine if the 

people currently parking at Red Top Road are willing to pay a day use fee to offset the costs of 

adding security to the parking lot.  Staff plans to conduct this survey in November 2015 and will 

provide the results to City Council at an upcoming meeting.  This element of the proposal 

addresses the Common Theme number 8 above. 

  

 


